There are some who question the relevance of space activities in a developing
nation. To us, there is no ambiguity of purpose. We do not have the fantasy of
competing with the economically advanced nations in the exploration of the
moon or the planets or manned space-flight. But we are convinced that if we

are to play a meaningful role nationally, and in the community of nations, we

must be second to none in the application of advanced technologies to the
real problems of man and society
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The first launch pad at Thumba was established
with the support of local community and
administration. The SSTC (Space Science &
Technology Centre) at Thiruvananthapuram and
Experimental Satellite Communications Earth
Station (ESCES) at Ahmedabad. On the other
hand he was made as chairman of Electronic
Commission and he established ECIL. The launch
station was established at Thumba named as
TERLS (Thumba Equatorial Rocket Launching
Station) with range and telemetry systems. After a
remarkable effort in setting up the infrastructure,
the inaugural flight was launched on November
21, 1963, with a sodium vapour payload. Several
agencies from USA, France, UK etc. started
accessing the TERLS for scientific experiments
and the site was dedicated to UN in the year 1972.

In the meantime there was a shocking news
to the scientific community, the accidental
death of Dr. Homi J Bhabha in a plane crash. Dr.
Sarabhai has succeeded Bhabha as chairman,
DAE. Continuing his contribution to the atomic
research programme he established the de-
salination plants and Agro Industry complex with
an intention to generate seeds and food after
production of nuclear energy. He also established
Uranium Corporation of India Ltd at Jaduguda,
Bihar, Faster Breeder Test Reactor (FBTR),
Kalpakkam and Variable Energy Cyclotron
Project, Calcutta.

During the course of time his vision towards space
expanded, he visioned the space programme for
common man at large. He signed agreement with
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NASA for utilising the services of ATS satellite
and launched a very popular programme SITE
(Satellite Instructional Telecommunication
Experiments) which was the largest
community. He established Rocket Production
Facility and Rocket Fabrication Facility on the
hills of Veli. This complex has been turned as
Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre at a later time.

To his contributions, he was appointed as
Scientific Chairman of the UN Conference on
the Exploration and the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space, Vienna. He had very wide contacts
across Globe with the scientific community.
He made India represented in the popular
space fairing nations of the world.

Dr Vikram Sarabhai passed away at 52 years of
age on 30 December, at Kovalam Guest House
(Halcyon Castle), Thiruvananthapuram, India.

He was awarded Padma Bhushan and
posthumously awarded Padma Vibhushan by
Governement of India.

In 1974, a moon crater was named after
Dr Vikram Sarabhai. The International
Astronomical Union at Sydney, Australia
decided that Crater BESSEL in the Sea of
Serenity will be known as the ‘Sarabhai Crater’.



